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Introduction:

As a citizen of this country, as a father and as a minister in this city, it is a travesty that we are even having these hearings today. The fact that the City of Cape Town is even considering legalizing and legitimizing the sex industry is of major concern. 

In April 2003 I attended a presentation by one of your officials at the Sea Point Civic Centre.  Your proposal relating to the ‘Principles of Regulation’ is of deep concern to me, especially as it includes statements like: “Avoid morality issues and focus on community development and environmental quality.”  It is impossible in this life to avoid the issues of morality when it comes to community development and upliftment.  

Every human being has been born for a purpose and to live a life of significance. Becoming emotionally broken and socially dysfunctional has never been a part of that plan. We have a responsibility to build lives and communities.  This does not include promoting the dehumanizing exploitation of individuals for the gratification of the buyer in complete disregard of the cost to families. 

What we sow in this life we will also reap.  Experience shows us that the manner in which we govern the affairs of people will produce the appropriate fruit in due season.  We have enough case studies, experience and history to prove that the course of action proposed for the decriminalization of prostitutes and the establishment of a ‘red light district’ will have disastrous consequences.  For many years our church has had to deal with the consequences of an ever-increasing sex industry.  We have yet to meet a sex worker who enjoys what he or she does, or who regards their trade as a long-term career.  Most of these workers have been emotionally and socially scarred.  The wounds and scars of this industry are evident everywhere. This committee has a serious responsibility before God, which requires you to very carefully consider what conclusions you form from this hearing.

Moral Consideration:

We know that every city is riddled with things that go far deeper than an earthquake, a flood, a bomb threat, a mountain fire, gangsterism, drug abuse, rape or any other social ill.  Most often society deals only with the superficial threats against its members.  An Argus reporter once said, “It is structural violence that leads to actual violence.”

The biggest threat against this city is not against our physical structures but it is rather an attack on our morals, values and belief systems.  These make up the fabric of a just and equitable society.  A city that ignores this reality will destroy itself.

Every human being develops in five major areas; that is physically, socially, emotionally, mentally and spiritually.  You cannot develop in the one and not in the other; a healthy self-identity lies in the development of all five categories.  Everyday we help people who have experienced arrested development;  people who have low integrity, low self-worth and a devaluation of human relationships.

Where exactly is the human dignity in selling one’s body for sex? 

In 2002, SABC 3 interviewed me for a documentary called “Sex in the City”.  What was significant was that the producer of the program told me that literally all the prostitutes they interviewed wanted ‘out of the business’.  It is impossible to be a secure, balanced and well-developed individual if you go against your designed purpose for life.  Your conscience will not let you settle for something you can never justify.  This is because for humanity; ‘ultimate sexual fulfillment can only be realized within a faithful marriage between a man and a woman. 

If we are going to reject ‘biblical morals’ in this process, then we also need to reject all the other laws governing our existence.  This committee would then have to approve the claims of a man who told the courts that ‘he had a right to own child pornography’.  Who then says that murder or even child molestation is wrong?

How can we then discern between what is right and what is wrong? Sexual promiscuity does not free a nation but rather enslaves it.  History has cruelly punished those who have erred in taking note of this.

Don’t take the view that you do not have a moral responsibility. You do!

We know that the youth of our city are struggling more and more to discern between what is right and wrong.  Children are robbing, maiming and killing on whims, with no pity or remorse.  It is no wonder that so many unwed teenage girls are becoming mothers or contracting sexually transmitted diseases on a scale never seen before.  The abortion clinics are packed with young girls who just don’t know how to deal with the continued assaults of abuse and rape.  Maybe today some of us comfort ourselves with the thought that ‘our children are not like that’.  Yet a fear eats away at parents like you and I that the madness out there will somehow, someday claim our youth.  I am a father of two daughters; aged 16 and 13, and I am appalled at the kind of peer pressure exerted on them in this day and age.

There is no doubt that statistics will show that the consequences of the moral decline in our country have resulted in a sick society that continues to yield broken, ruined lives. 

How do you correct this problem?
The government claims the solution to the problem is better education; they say more prevention programmes will make a better society.  Educators claim the solution to be more money; if we pour more money into our schools, we’ll produce better children.  Activists say the solution is justice; they contend that we must eradicate injustice and oppression.  Others say we need more police, more discipline, more prisons, more job opportunities, and more social programmes.

Many of these are worthy goals.  But they all fall short of the mark, because they only address the symptoms.  Our problem goes far deeper than the easy availability of guns or drugs; it defies prevention programmes and social solutions.  I believe it is a problem that will never be solved until we identify its source and deal with the root cause.

I believe the prime reason why we are having these hearings today, why this generation is setting new records for dishonesty, disrespect, sexual promiscuity, violence, suicide, and other pathologies, is because this generation has lost its moral underpinnings; its foundational belief in morality and truth has been eroded.  Don’t think for one minute that this committee will be able to wash its hands of or avoid its moral obligation to a generation already sick and dysfunctional. 

I wonder where you got the moral understanding of what is right and wrong.  A clear understanding of what is right and wrong will give our society a moral standard by which to measure crime and punishment, business ethics, community values, character and social conduct.  This moral standard will then become the lens through which society views law, science, art and politics – the whole of culture.  It will provide a cohesive model that promotes healthy family development, unites communities, and encourages responsible, moral behavior.

You and I are responsible; we cannot turn our backs on our country now.  When last have you walked through the streets of our townships, Mannenberg or other areas rife with gang warfare?  Your conclusions and recommendations will set the moral standard for all our children.  Our country needs to live by a moral law, a truth that is true for all people, for all times and for all places.  We cannot create a separate ghetto for  certain human beings to be subjected to every kind of decay possible and then tell our children ‘you can have a normal life’.

We know from history and research conducted throughout the world that the psychological damage caused by a life of prostitution is almost irreparable.  Aids and other sexually transmitted diseases are taking their toll.  Sexual slavery, sexual trafficking and forced prostitution are still increasing international problems.  The sexual exploitation of children is still on the increase. The demand for prostitutes “the younger the better” keeps growing, fueled by advertising, the media, and pornography.  Sex tourism in South Africa will produce exactly the same results as it has in the cities of Southeast Asia and Africa. 

We know that ultimately it will be organizations like ours that will have to try and pick up the pieces of every broken life, which should never have had to endure such trauma.  We have done this over and over again.  You can wash your hands of the situation or you can have the moral courage to do what is right for this generation and the generations to come.

Remember: “Evil flourishes while good people do nothing.”

My question to you is what does God say about your moral responsibility?  In biblical terms, sexual immorality encompasses all extramarital (including premarital) sex.  God’s standard is clear: sexual involvement outside of marriage is wrong. The precept is unambiguous:

Acts 15: 29 says ‘Abstain from….sexual immorality.’

1 Corinthians 6: 18 says ‘Flee from sexual immorality’

1 Thessalonians 4: 3 says ‘It is God’s will that you…should avoid sexual immorality’

God has repeatedly reinforced His standards.   The inhabitants of Sodom and Gomorrah were destroyed because of their lifestyle, rampant with sexual immorality.  The Apostle Paul attributes the death of twenty-three thousand Israelites to their ‘sexual immorality’ (1 Corinthians 10: 8) 

God’s law forbidding sexual immorality is not predicated on a desire to squelch our freedom or spoil our fun.  It is based upon a universal and eternal principle; the ‘negative’ command expresses a positive principle.  The biblical command to ‘flee sexual immorality’ is based on at least three fundamental principles: love, purity, and faithfulness.  None of these are found in a ‘sex for hire’ industry.

The Bible clearly teaches us that love is evident when the happiness, health, and spiritual growth of another person are as important to you as your own.  God’s standard of purity, love and faithfulness for sex bears the protection of every newborn child in mind.  Bringing up our children on God’s precepts, which are based on His love, purity and faithfulness will create an atmosphere of love and security, leaving them with a lifelong positive imprint; spiritually, emotionally and psychologically.

In Conclusion:

I would like to read to you a story of just one of the many ex-prostitutes who have been rescued from a life of hell. 

Grace’s Story:

My childhood memories are of constantly running away from men who wanted to abuse me.  I lived for school holidays and weekends when I could see my mother, who was unable to have me live with her at her place of employment.   At 19, my son was born, and I turned to prostitution for the next 5 years, spending several months of this time in Taiwan, and by God’s grace, surviving many life-threatening situations.  

I was terrified when I was imprisoned after the agency was raided; it was then that I became aware of the presence of Jesus in the cell, and He comforted me and gave me peace.   I stopped working the streets for a year, but turned back to it, looking for love, and in my confusion, imagining I would find it by sleeping with men.   My daughter was born when I was 25.  

I visited Atlantic Christian Assembly, where people were kind to me and made me feel special and wanted, even though I was struggling.  This is also where I began to understand and know God’s love as it was demonstrated to me through His people.   I wanted my old life to disappear and to know more of Him.  I wanted God’s love to shine through me the way it did through the people I met at ACA.

At 33, I am still at ACA.   I thank God that I don’t have to bury my past, but rather I can use it to share with prostitutes what He has done in my life.   I have regular employment, God has restored my family – my Mother and my children are very happy at ACA.   I know that nothing can separate me from Jesus’ love.
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